
 

 

Upper School 2019 Summer Reading Requirements 

Each student is required to read two books and complete the 
accompanying assignments: the all-upper-school read and two related 
TED Talks as well as a grade-specific assignment as described below. 

All Upper School Required Reading: 

As a school sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy, St. Mary Academy - Bay View 
focuses on educating young women to take their place as global citizens in the twenty-
first century. Attention to contemporary issues aligned with Mercy core values is key to 
an education that will bring about social consciousness, as asserted in the Academy’s 
mission statement.  Studies have shown that there is a strong correlation between women 
being educated and improvements within society.  Catherine McAuley, founder of the 
Sisters of Mercy, was highly aware of this connection when she said, "Nothing is more 
productive to the good of society than the education of young women."   
 
“No one gets to choose when or where to be born, but what happens after that is what 
you can imagine.” — Abdi Nor Iftin  

The term “immigrant” did not come into being until the late eighteenth century, when it 
was coined to describe the situation in the new nation of America, where people were 
leaving their homelands to come to the American continent. In recent times, the terms 
“migrant,” “immigrant,” and “refugee” are no longer used as terms that imply respect for 
those brave enough to leave one land in order to find something else in another. 
Literature is a place where immigrants, and the children of immigrants, can tell their 
stories. Some of these stories reveal the horrors of war-torn lands left behind. Others 
chronicle the experiences of those who live in America and who work to reconcile the 
cultures they grew up in with their adopted cultures. No two immigrant stories are the 
same, even if they reflect common experiences.  Their stories are poignant, exciting, 
adventurous, pious, and reveal to the reader vital truths about the human experience. 
Each book that chronicles the story of immigration adds to the American story. 

 
This summer’s all-upper-school reading focuses on the plight of those seeking to escape 
violence and war in their own countries. The English Department has taken great pains 
in selecting both a novel and a nonfiction selection as well as supplementary materials to 
help students grasp the extent of the plight of immigrants and the many obstacles they 
must overcome in order to find safety and security.  Our hope is that by completing this 



summer assignment, students will be prepared to discuss this issue in an enlightened and 
mature way and lead them to be “socially conscious young women” who will work to 
improve the quality of life for all, especially women and children.  This summer’s work 
will also prepare them for a presentation in the fall.  We hope to engage a speaker who 
will bring the stories of immigrants to life. 
 
You have a choice of reading either of the following books: 

• Enrique’s Journey (Adapted for Young People) by Sonia Nazario  

• The Lines We Cross by Randa Abdel-Fattah 

 
Enrique’s Journey (from back cover) 
 
This is the true and heartbreaking story of sixteen-year-old Enrique who sets off on a 
journey alone, braving unimaginable hardship and peril, to find his mother.  Eleven years 
before he set out, Enrique’s mother had left her starving family in Honduras and illegally 
entered the United States to find work, hoping to make enough money to send home.  
With little more in his pocket than a slip of paper bearing his mother’s phone number, 
Enrique embarks on a treacherous odyssey, traveling by clinging to the sides and tops of 
freight trains.  Even when confronted by bandits, thugs, and corrupt cops, he is 
determined to complete his journey, often buoyed by the kindness of strangers or simply 
by luck finding water and food.  In the face of this hostile world, Enrique’s love for his 
mother and his desire to be reunited with her endure and triumph.  His is an inspiring 
and timeless story about the meaning of family and fortitude. 
 
 
 
The Lines We Cross (from inside cover flap) 
 
Michael likes to hand out with his friends and play with the latest graphic design software.  
His parents drag him to rallies held by their anti-immigrant group, which rails against the 
tide of refugees flooding the country.  And it all makes sense of Michael.  Until Mina, a 
beautiful girl from the other side of the protest lines, shows up at his school, and turns 
out to be funny, smart—and a Muslim refugee from Afghanistan.  Suddenly, his parents’ 
politics seem much more complicated. 
 
Mina had a long and dangerous journey fleeing her besieged home in Afghanistan, and 
now faces a frigid reception at her new prep school, where she is on scholarship.  As 
tensions rise, lines are drawn.  Michael has to decide where he stands.  Mina has to protect 
herself and her family.  Both have to choose what they want their world to look like. 
 
In a remarkable story about how hate and fear can destroy lives, critically acclaimed 
author Randa Abdel-Fattah—one of the most important voices in contemporary Muslim 
literature—poignantly shows the importance and power of choose tolerance and love. 
 
 



In addition to reading the novel, all students are required to view and respond to any two 
of the four following TED Talks on the plight of refugees.  Here are the titles and the links: 
 
 “Our Refugee System is Failing: Here’s How to Fix I” by Alexander Betts   
https://www.ted.com/talks/david_miliband_the_refugee_crisis_is_a_test_of_our_ch
aracter?utm_campaign=tedspread&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=tedcomshare 

“Let’s Help Refugees Thrive, Not Just Survive” by Melissa Fleming 
https://www.ted.com/talks/melissa_fleming_let_s_help_refugees_thrive_not_just_su
rvive?utm_campaign=tedspread&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=tedcomshare  

“Refugees Have the Right to be Protected” by António Guterres 
https://www.ted.com/talks/antonio_guterres_refugees_have_the_right_to_be_protec
ted?utm_campaign=tedspread&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=tedcomshare   

“The Refugee Crisis is a Test of Our Character” by David Milibank 
 https://www.ted.com/talks/alexander_betts_our_refugee_system_is_failing_here_s_
how_we_can_fix_it?utm_campaign=tedspread&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=
tedcomshare    

 
Assignment: Reflection Essay on either Enrique’s Journey or The Lines We 
Cross 

What to reflect on and write about in your essay:  What is the biggest “take-away” 
for you from this nonfiction book or novel? What would you say to a family member or 
friend to convince them to read this book?  (Note:  There is no option for not liking the 
book; you must find something good to say!)  

Format to use to complete this assignment:  Your essay on your book choice should be 
typed, using a 12-point font and double-spaced.  No cover page.  Put your name, and the 
date in the upper-left corner of the page.  Use the title and author of the book as the title 
of your essay and center it.  Minimum length: 1.5-2 pages.   

Assignment for the Two TED Talks: 

For each of the TED talks, answer the following question:  List five things you learned 
about the plight of refugees from this talk.  Your response should not be an essay, but a 
listing of what you learned.  These lists should be typed, using a 12 point font.  No cover 
page.  Put your name, and the date in the upper-left corner of the page.  Use the title and 
speaker of the TED Talk as the title of your essay and center it.  

All assignments are due the first day your English class meets. 
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Class of 2023 Required Reading 

 
Ninth-graders, in addition to either Enrique’s Journey or The Lines We 
Cross, you have a choice of one of three novels for your second required 
summer reading.  You must also complete a reflection essay on the novel you 
choose.  This essay is due the first day of class in the fall. 

Choose one of the following novels: 

The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver 

Feisty Marietta Greer changes her name to ""Taylor'' when her car runs out of gas in 
Taylorville, Ill. By the time she reaches Oklahoma, this strong-willed young Kentucky 
native with a quick tongue and an open mind is catapulted into a surprising new life. 
Taylor leaves home in a beat-up '55 Volkswagen bug, on her way to nowhere in 
particular, savoring her freedom. But when a forlorn Cherokee woman drops a baby in 
Taylor's passenger seat and asks her to take it, she does. A first novel, The Bean Trees is 
an overwhelming delight, as random and unexpected as real life. The unmistakable 
voice of its irresistible heroine is whimsical, yet deeply insightful. Taylor playfully names 
her little foundling ``Turtle,'' because she clings with an unrelenting, reptilian grip; at 
the same time, Taylor aches at the thought of the silent, staring child's past suffering. 
With Turtle in tow, Taylor lands in Tucson, Ariz., with two flat tires and decides to stay. 
The desert climate, landscape and vegetation are completely foreign to Taylor, and in 
learning to love Arizona, she also comes face to face with its rattlesnakes and tarantulas. 
Similarly, Taylor finds that motherhood, responsibility and independence are thorny, if 
welcome, gifts. This funny, inspiring book is a marvelous affirmation of risk-taking, 
commitment and everyday miracles.   (PW Review) 

Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford 

In the opening pages of Jamie Ford’s stunning debut novel, Hotel on the Corner of 
Bitter and Sweet, Henry Lee comes upon a crowd gathered outside the Panama Hotel, 
once the gateway to Seattle’s Japantown. It has been boarded up for decades, but now 
the new owner has made an incredible discovery: the belongings of Japanese families, 
left when they were rounded up and sent to internment camps during World War II.  As 
Henry looks on, the owner opens a Japanese parasol. 
 
This simple act takes old Henry Lee back to the 1940s, at the height of the war, when 
young Henry’s world is a jumble of confusion and excitement, and to his father, who is 
obsessed with the war in China and having Henry grow up American. While 
“scholarshipping” at the exclusive Rainier Elementary, where the white kids ignore him, 
Henry meets Keiko Okabe, a young Japanese American student. Amid the chaos of 



blackouts, curfews, and FBI raids, Henry and Keiko forge a bond of friendship–and 
innocent love–that transcends the long-standing prejudices of their Old World 
ancestors. And after Keiko and her family are swept up in the evacuations to the 
internment camps, she and Henry are left only with the hope that the war will end, and 
that their promise to each other will be kept. 
 
Forty years later, Henry Lee is certain that the parasol belonged to Keiko. In the hotel’s 
dark dusty basement he begins looking for signs of the Okabe family’s belongings and 
for a long-lost object whose value he cannot begin to measure. Now a widower, Henry is 
still trying to find his voice–words that might explain the actions of his nationalistic 
father; words that might bridge the gap between him and his modern, Chinese American 
son; words that might help him confront the choices he made many years ago.  (Amazon 
Review) 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian by Sherman Alexie 

Bestselling author Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist 
growing up on the Spokane Indian Reservation. Determined to take his future into his 
own hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on the rez to attend an all-white farm town 
high school where the only other Indian is the school mascot. 
 
Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time 
Indian, which is based on the author's own experiences, coupled with poignant drawings 
by Ellen Forney that reflect the character's art, chronicles the contemporary adolescence 
of one Native American boy as he attempts to break away from the life he was destined 
to live.  (Amazon Review) 

Assignment: Reflection Essay 

What to reflect on and write about in your essay:  What is the biggest “take-away” 
for you about this novel—a character? An event that happened? A theme or message?  
What would you say to a family member or friend to convince them to read this novel?  
(Note:  There is no option for not liking the novel; you must find something good to say!) 

Format to use to complete this assignment:  Your essay should be typed, using a 
12-point font and double-spaced.  No cover page.  Put your name, English 9, and the 
date in the upper-left corner of the page.  Use the title and author of the novel as the title 
of your essay and center it.  Minimum length: 1.5-2 pages.   

  



Class of 2022 Required Reading 

Sophomores, in addition to either Enrique’s Journey or The Lines We Cross, 
you have a choice of one of three novels for your second required summer 
reading.  You must also complete a reflection essay on the novel you choose.  
This essay is due the first day of class in the fall. 

Choose one of the following novels: 

The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls 

More than seven years on the New York Times bestseller list, this book is an 
extraordinary, one-of-a-kind, “nothing short of spectacular” (Entertainment Weekly) 
memoir from one of the world’s most gifted storytellers. 
 
The Glass Castle is a remarkable memoir of resilience and redemption, and a revelatory 
look into a family at once deeply dysfunctional and uniquely vibrant. When sober, 
Jeannette’s brilliant and charismatic father captured his children’s imagination, 
teaching them physics, geology, and how to embrace life fearlessly. But when he drank, 
he was dishonest and destructive. Her mother was a free spirit who abhorred the idea of 
domesticity and didn’t want the responsibility of raising a family. 
 
The Walls children learned to take care of themselves. They fed, clothed, and protected 
one another, and eventually found their way to New York. Their parents followed them, 
choosing to be homeless even as their children prospered. 
 
The Glass Castle is truly astonishing—a memoir permeated by the intense love of a 
peculiar but loyal family. (Amazon Review) 

Turtles All the Way Down by John Green 

Sixteen-year-old Aza never intended to pursue the mystery of fugitive billionaire Russell 
Pickett, but there’s a hundred-thousand-dollar reward at stake and her Best and Most 
Fearless Friend, Daisy, is eager to investigate. So together, they navigate the short 
distance and broad divides that separate them from Russell Pickett’s son, Davis.  Aza is 
trying. She is trying to be a good daughter, a good friend, a good student, and maybe 
even a good detective, while also living within the ever-tightening spiral of her own 
thoughts.  
  
In his long-awaited return, John Green, the acclaimed, award-winning author 
of Looking for Alaska and The Fault in Our Stars, shares Aza’s story with shattering, 
unflinching clarity in this brilliant novel of love, resilience, and the power of lifelong 
friendship.  (Amazon Review) 



The Future of Us by Jay Asher and Carolyn Mackler 

What if you could see how your life would unfold--just by clicking a button?  
 
It's 1996, and less than half of all American high school students have ever used the 
Internet. Emma just got her first computer and an America Online CD-ROM. Josh is her 
best friend.  They power up and log on--and discover themselves on Facebook, fifteen 
years in the future. Everybody wonders what their destiny will be. Josh and Emma are 
about to find out.  (Amazon Review) 

Assignment: Reflection Essay 

What to reflect on and write about in your essay:  What is the biggest “take-away” 
for you about this novel—a character? something that happened? a theme or message?  
What would you say to a family member or friend to convince them to read this novel?  
(Note:  There is no option for not liking the novel; you must find something good to say!) 

Format to use to complete this assignment:  Your essay should be typed, using a 
12-point font and double-spaced.  No cover page.  Put your name, English 10, your 
teacher’s name, and the due date in the upper-left corner of the page.  Use the title and 
author of the novel as the title of your essay and center it.  Minimum length: 1.5-2 pages.   

 

 

  



Class of 2021 Required Reading 

Juniors, in addition to either Enrique’s Journey or The Lines We Cross, you 
have a choice of one of three novels for your second required summer 
reading.  You must also complete a reflection essay on the novel you choose.  
This essay is due the first day of class in the fall. 

Choose one of the following novels: 

The Martian by Andy Weir 

Nominated as one of America’s best-loved novels by PBS’s The Great American Read 
 
Six days ago, astronaut Mark Watney became one of the first people to walk on Mars.  
Now, he's sure he'll be the first person to die there. 
 
After a dust storm nearly kills him and forces his crew to evacuate while thinking him 
dead, Mark finds himself stranded and completely alone with no way to even signal 
Earth that he’s alive—and even if he could get word out, his supplies would be gone long 
before a rescue could arrive.  
 
Chances are, though, he won't have time to starve to death. The damaged machinery, 
unforgiving environment, or plain-old "human error" are much more likely to kill him 
first.  
 
But Mark isn't ready to give up yet. Drawing on his ingenuity, his engineering skills—
and a relentless, dogged refusal to quit—he steadfastly confronts one seemingly 
insurmountable obstacle after the next. Will his resourcefulness be enough to overcome 
the impossible odds against him?  (Amazon Review) 

The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri 

"Dazzling...An intimate, closely observed family portrait."—The New York Times 
 
"Hugely appealing."—People Magazine 
 
"An exquisitely detailed family saga."—Entertainment Weekly 
 
Meet the Ganguli family, new arrivals from Calcutta, trying their best to become 
Americans even as they pine for home. The name they bestow on their firstborn, Gogol, 
betrays all the conflicts of honoring tradition in a new world—conflicts that will haunt 
Gogol on his own winding path through divided loyalties, comic detours, and wrenching 
love affairs. 



In The Namesake, the Pulitzer Prize winner Jhumpa Lahiri brilliantly illuminates the 
immigrant experience and the tangled ties between generations. 

In Cold Blood by Truman Capote 

On November 15, 1959, in the small town of Holcomb, Kansas, four members of the 
Clutter family were savagely murdered by blasts from a shotgun held a few inches from 
their faces. There was no apparent motive for the crime, and there were almost no 
clues.  

As Truman Capote reconstructs the murder and the investigation that led to the capture, 
trial, and execution of the killers, he generates both mesmerizing suspense and 
astonishing empathy. In Cold Blood is a work that transcends its moment, yielding 
poignant insights into the nature of American violence.  (Amazon Review) 

 

Assignment: Reflection Essay 

What to reflect on and write about in your essay:  What is the biggest “take-away” 
for you from this novel?  Choose a passage (minimum of one paragraph long) and explain 
why it is significant for you and what it means in relationship to the meaning of the work 
as a whole. 

Format to use to complete this assignment:  Your essay should be typed, using a 
12-point font and double-spaced.  No cover page.  Put your name, English 11 or AP 
Language, your teacher’s name, and the due date in the upper-left corner of the page.  Use 
the title and author of the novel as the title of your essay and center it.  Minimum length: 
1.5-2 pages.   

 

 

  



Class of 2020 Required Reading 

Seniors, in addition to either Enrique’s Journey or The Lines We Cross, you 
have a choice of one of three novels for your second required summer 
reading.  You must also complete a reflection essay on the novel you choose.  
This essay is due the first day of class in the fall. 

Choose one of the following: 

A Thousand Acres by Jane Smiley 

This powerful twentieth-century reimagining of Shakespeare’s King Lear centers on a 
wealthy Iowa farmer who decides to divide his farm between his three daughters. When 
the youngest objects, she is cut out of his will. This sets off a chain of events that brings 
dark truths to light and explodes long-suppressed emotions. Ambitiously conceived and 
stunningly written, A Thousand Acres takes on themes of truth, justice, love, and 
pride—and reveals the beautiful yet treacherous topography of humanity.  (Amazon 
Review) 

Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman 

#1 New York Times Bestseller and a Reese Witherspoon Book Club Pick 
 
“Beautifully written and incredibly funny, Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine is about 
the importance of friendship and human connection. I fell in love with Eleanor, an 
eccentric and regimented loner whose life beautifully unfolds after a chance encounter 
with a stranger; I think you will fall in love, too!” —Reese Witherspoon 
 
No one’s ever told Eleanor that life should be better than fine.  
 
Meet Eleanor Oliphant: She struggles with appropriate social skills and tends to say 
exactly what she’s thinking. Nothing is missing in her carefully timetabled life of 
avoiding social interactions, where weekends are punctuated by frozen pizza, vodka, and 
phone chats with Mummy.  
 
But everything changes when Eleanor meets Raymond, the bumbling and deeply 
unhygienic IT guy from her office. When she and Raymond together save Sammy, an 
elderly gentleman who has fallen on the sidewalk, the three become the kinds of friends 
who rescue one another from the lives of isolation they have each been living. And it is 
Raymond’s big heart that will ultimately help Eleanor find the way to repair her own 
profoundly damaged one. 
 
Soon to be a major motion picture produced by Reese Witherspoon, Eleanor Oliphant Is 



Completely Fine is the smart, warm, and uplifting story of an out-of-the-ordinary 
heroine whose deadpan weirdness and unconscious wit make for an irresistible journey 
as she realizes. . . the only way to survive is to open your heart.  (Amazon Review) 

 

The Bonesetter’s Daughter by Amy Tan 

Ruth Young and her widowed mother, LuLing, have always had a tumultuous 
relationship. Now, before she succumbs to forgetfulness, LuLing gives Ruth some of her 
writings, which reveal a side of LuLing that Ruth has never known. . . . 
 
In a remote mountain village where ghosts and tradition rule, LuLing grows up in the 
care of her mute Precious Auntie as the family endures a curse laid upon a relative 
known as the bonesetter. When headstrong LuLing rejects the marriage proposal of the 
coffinmaker, a shocking series of events are set in motion–all of which lead back to Ruth 
and LuLing in modern San Francisco. The truth that Ruth learns from her mother’s past 
will forever change her perception of family, love, and forgiveness.  (Amazon Review) 

Assignment: Reflection Essay 

What to reflect on and write about in your essay:  What is the biggest “take-away” 
for you from this novel?  Choose a passage (minimum of one paragraph long) and explain 
why it is significant for you and what it means in relationship to the meaning of the work 
as a whole. 

Format to use to complete this assignment:  Your essay should be typed, using a 
12-point font and 1.5-spaced.  No cover page.  Put your name, English 12 or AP 
Literature, your teacher’s name, and the due date in the upper-left corner of the page.  
Use the title and author of the novel as the title of your essay and center it.  Minimum 
length: 1.5-2 pages.  On a separate page, type the passage you are using for your 
reflection.  This page does not count in the 1.5-2 page length of your essay. 

 

 


