
 

 

Upper School 2018 Summer Reading Requirements 

Each student is required to complete two assignments this summer: the 
all-upper-school read and a grade-specific assignment as described below. 

All Upper School Required Reading: 

Sold by Patricia McCormick 

As a school sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy, St. Mary Academy - Bay View 
focuses on educating young women to take their place as global citizens in the twenty-
first century. Attention to contemporary issues aligned with Mercy core values is key to 
an education that will bring about social consciousness, as asserted in the Academy’s 
mission statement.  Studies have shown that there is a strong correlation between women 
being educated and improvements within society.  Catherine McAuley, founder of the 
Sisters of Mercy, was highly aware of this connection when she said, "Nothing is more 
productive to the good of society than the education of young women."   
 
This summer’s all-upper-school reading focuses on the issue of human trafficking. The 
English Department has taken great pains in selecting not only a novel but also 
supplementary materials to help students grasp the extent of human trafficking and the 
various forms it takes (prostitution, domestic slavery, slave labor in factories and on 
farms) that occur in every nation, including the United States.  Human Trafficking is not 
just a developing-world problem; it is a problem funneled by greed and a largely male-
dominated industry here in our own country.  Our hope is that by completing this summer 
assignment, students will be prepared to discuss this issue in an enlightened and mature 
way and lead them to be “socially conscious young women” who will work to improve the 
quality of life for all, especially women and children.  This summer’s work will also 
prepare them for a presentation in the fall.  Mercy Sister Angela Reed, who has worked 
for many years at the United Nations and has done extensive work on human trafficking 
internationally, will address the student body in early October. 
 
Book Review from Amazon.com:   
 
Lakshmi is a thirteen-year-old girl who lives with her family in a small hut on a 
mountain in Nepal. Though she is desperately poor, her life is full of simple pleasures, 
like playing hopscotch with her best friend from school and having her mother brush 
her hair by the light of an oil lamp. But when the harsh Himalayan monsoons wash away 
all that remains of the family's crops, Lakshmi's stepfather says she must leave home 
and take a job to support her family.   He introduces her to a glamorous stranger who 
tells her she will find her a job as a maid in the city. Glad to be able to help, Lakshmi 



journeys to India and arrives at "Happiness House" full of hope. But she soon learns the 
unthinkable truth: she has been sold into prostitution….  Lakshmi's life becomes a 
nightmare from which she cannot escape. Still, she lives by her mother's words--Simply 
to endure is to triumph--and gradually, she forms friendships with the other girls that 
enable her to survive in this terrifying new world. Then the day comes when she must 
make a decision: will she risk everything for a chance to reclaim her life?  
 
Written in spare and evocative vignettes, this powerful novel renders a world that is as 
unimaginable as it is real, and a girl who not only survives but triumphs. 
 
In addition to reading the novel, all students are required to view and respond to the 
following TED Talks on human trafficking.  Here are the titles and the links: 
 

1.  “Human trafficking is all around you.  This is how it works.” by Noy Thrupkaew 
reports on human trafficking and the economics of exploitation through the lens 
of labor rights. 
https://www.ted.com/talks/noy_thrupkaew_human_trafficking_is_all_around
_you_this_is_how_it_works 

2. “How to Combat Modern Slavery,” by Kevin Bales explains the business of modern 
slavery, a multibillion-dollar economy that underpins some of the worst industries 
on earth. 
https://www.ted.com/talks/kevin_bales_how_to_combat_modern_slavery 
 

 
Assignment: Reflection Essay on Sold 

What to reflect on and write about in your essay:  What is the biggest “take-away” 
for you from this novel? What would you say to a family member or friend to convince 
them to read this novel?  (Note:  There is no option for not liking the novel; you must find 
something good to say!)  

Format to use to complete this assignment:  Your essay on Sold should be typed, 
using a 12-point font and double-spaced.  No cover page.  Put your name, and the date in 
the upper-left corner of the page.  Use the title and author of the novel as the title of your 
essay and center it.  Minimum length: 1.5-2 pages.   

Assignment for the Two TED Talks: 

For each of the TED talks, answer the following question:  List five things you learned 
about human trafficking from this talk.  Your response should not be an essay, but a 
listing of what you learned.  These lists should be typed, using a 12 point font.  No cover 
page.  Put your name, and the date in the upper-left corner of the page.  Use the title and 
speaker of the TED Talk as the title of your essay and center it.  

All assignments are due the first day your English class meets. 

  



Class of 2022 Required Reading 

 
Ninth-graders, in addition to Sold, you have a choice of one of three novels 
for your second required summer reading.  You must also complete a 
reflection essay on the novel you choose.  This essay is due the first day of 
class in the fall. 

Choose one of the following novels: 

Revolution by Jennifer Donnelly  

After her little brother’s murder and her mother’s subsequent breakdown, high-school-
senior Andi feels like a ghost. She is furious at her father, a Nobel Prize–winning scientist 
with a 25-year-old pregnant girlfriend, when he arranges for Andi to join him in Paris: 
“Sure. My brother’s dead. My mother’s insane. Hey, let’s have a crepe.” In France though, 
Andi, a passionate musician, discovers a diary written during the French Revolution by a 
young woman with whom Andi develops an increasing fascination. Donnelly links past 
and present with distracting contrivances—culminating in time travel—that work against 
the novel’s great strengths. But the ambitious story, narrated in Andi’s grief-soaked, 
sardonic voice, will wholly capture patient readers with its sharply articulated, raw 
emotions and insights into science and art; ambition and love; history’s ever-present 
influence; and music’s immediate, astonishing power: “It gets inside of you . . . and 
changes the beat of your heart.” (The Booklist Review) 

The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver 

Feisty Marietta Greer changes her name to ""Taylor'' when her car runs out of gas in 
Taylorville, Ill. By the time she reaches Oklahoma, this strong-willed young Kentucky 
native with a quick tongue and an open mind is catapulted into a surprising new life. 
Taylor leaves home in a beat-up '55 Volkswagen bug, on her way to nowhere in particular, 
savoring her freedom. But when a forlorn Cherokee woman drops a baby in Taylor's 
passenger seat and asks her to take it, she does. A first novel, The Bean Trees is an 
overwhelming delight, as random and unexpected as real life. The unmistakable voice of 
its irresistible heroine is whimsical, yet deeply insightful. Taylor playfully names her little 
foundling ``Turtle,'' because she clings with an unrelenting, reptilian grip; at the same 
time, Taylor aches at the thought of the silent, staring child's past suffering. With Turtle 
in tow, Taylor lands in Tucson, Ariz., with two flat tires and decides to stay. The desert 
climate, landscape and vegetation are completely foreign to Taylor, and in learning to love 
Arizona, she also comes face to face with its rattlesnakes and tarantulas. Similarly, Taylor 
finds that motherhood, responsibility and independence are thorny, if welcome, gifts. 
This funny, inspiring book is a marvelous affirmation of risk-taking, commitment and 
everyday miracles.   (PW Review) 



The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 

This book was chosen as the “Read across Rhode Island” selection for 2018.   

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where 
she lives and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between 
these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best 
friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed.  Soon afterward, his 
death is a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and 
a gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name. Some cops and the 
local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone wants to know is: 
what really went down that night? And the only person alive who can answer that is Starr.  
But what Starr does—or does not—say could upend her community. It could also 
endanger her life.  (Amazon Review) 

 

Assignment: Reflection Essay 

What to reflect on and write about in your essay:  What is the biggest “take-away” 
for you about this novel—a character? something that happened? a theme or message?  
What would you say to a family member or friend to convince them to read this novel?  
(Note:  There is no option for not liking the novel; you must find something good to say!) 

Format to use to complete this assignment:  Your essay should be typed, using a 
12-point font and double-spaced.  No cover page.  Put your name, English 9, and the 
date in the upper-left corner of the page.  Use the title and author of the novel as the title 
of your essay and center it.  Minimum length: 1.5-2 pages.   

  



Class of 2021 Required Reading 

Sophomores, in addition to Sold, you have a choice of one of three novels for 
your second required summer reading.  You must also complete a reflection 
essay on the novel you choose.  This essay is due the first day of class in the 
fall. 

Choose one of the following novels: 

The House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer 

Matteo Alacrán was not born; he was harvested.  His DNA came from El Patrón, lord of a 
country called Opium--a strip of poppy fields lying between the United States and what 
was once called Mexico. Matt's first cell split and divided inside a petri dish. Then he was 
placed in the womb of a cow, where he continued the miraculous journey from embryo to 
fetus to baby. He is a boy now, but most consider him a monster--except for El Patrón. El 
Patrón loves Matt as he loves himself, because Matt is himself.  As Matt struggles to 
understand his existence, he is threatened by a sinister cast of characters, including El 
Patrón's power-hungry family, and he is surrounded by a dangerous army of bodyguards. 
Escape is the only chance Matt has to survive. But escape from the Alacrán Estate is no 
guarantee of freedom, because Matt is marked by his difference in ways he doesn't even 
suspect.  (Amazon Review) 

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 

This book was chosen as the “Read across Rhode Island” selection for 2018.   

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where 
she lives and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between 
these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best 
friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed.  Soon afterward, his 
death is a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and 
a gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name. Some cops and the 
local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone wants to know is: 
what really went down that night? And the only person alive who can answer that is Starr. 
But what Starr does—or does not—say could upend her community. It could also 
endanger her life.  (Amazon Review) 

Turtles All the Way Down by John Green 

#1 New York Times Bestseller • #1 Wall Street Journal Bestseller • #1 International 
Bestseller 
 
Sixteen-year-old Aza never intended to pursue the mystery of fugitive billionaire Russell 



Pickett, but there’s a hundred-thousand-dollar reward at stake and her Best and Most 
Fearless Friend, Daisy, is eager to investigate. So together, they navigate the short 
distance and broad divides that separate them from Russell Pickett’s son, Davis.  Aza is 
trying. She is trying to be a good daughter, a good friend, a good student, and maybe 
even a good detective, while also living within the ever-tightening spiral of her own 
thoughts.  
  
In his long-awaited return, John Green, the acclaimed, award-winning author 
of Looking for Alaska and The Fault in Our Stars, shares Aza’s story with shattering, 
unflinching clarity in this brilliant novel of love, resilience, and the power of lifelong 
friendship.  (Amazon Review) 

 

Assignment: Reflection Essay 

What to reflect on and write about in your essay:  What is the biggest “take-away” 
for you about this novel—a character? something that happened? a theme or message?  
What would you say to a family member or friend to convince them to read this novel?  
(Note:  There is no option for not liking the novel; you must find something good to say!) 

Format to use to complete this assignment:  Your essay should be typed, using a 
12-point font and double-spaced.  No cover page.  Put your name, English 10, your 
teacher’s name, and the due date in the upper-left corner of the page.  Use the title and 
author of the novel as the title of your essay and center it.  Minimum length: 1.5-2 pages.   

 

 

  



Class of 2020 Required Reading 

Juniors, in addition to Sold, you have a choice of one of three novels for your 
second required summer reading.  You must also complete a reflection essay 
on the novel you choose.  This essay is due the first day of class in the fall. 

Choose one of the following novels: 

The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead 

The National Book Award Winner and #1 New York Times bestseller from Colson 
Whitehead, a magnificent tour de force chronicling a young slave's adventures as she 
makes a desperate bid for freedom in the antebellum South. 

Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia. Life is hell for all the slaves, but 
especially bad for Cora; an outcast even among her fellow Africans, she is coming into 
womanhood—where even greater pain awaits. When Caesar, a recent arrival from 
Virginia, tells her about the Underground Railroad, they decide to take a terrifying risk 
and escape. Matters do not go as planned—Cora kills a young white boy who tries to 
capture her. Though they manage to find a station and head north, they are being 
hunted. 

In Whitehead’s ingenious conception, the Underground Railroad is no mere metaphor—
engineers and conductors operate a secret network of tracks and tunnels beneath the 
Southern soil. Cora and Caesar’s first stop is South Carolina, in a city that initially seems 
like a haven. But the city’s placid surface masks an insidious scheme designed for its 
black denizens. And even worse: Ridgeway, the relentless slave catcher, is close on their 
heels. Forced to flee again, Cora embarks on a harrowing flight, state by state, seeking 
true freedom. 

     Like the protagonist of Gulliver’s Travels, Cora encounters different worlds at each 
stage of her journey—hers is an odyssey through time as well as space. As Whitehead 
brilliantly re-creates the unique terrors for black people in the pre–Civil War era, his 
narrative seamlessly weaves the saga of America from the brutal importation of Africans 
to the unfulfilled promises of the present day. The Underground Railroad is at once a 
kinetic adventure tale of one woman’s ferocious will to escape the horrors of bondage 
and a shattering, powerful meditation on the history we all share.  (Amazon Review) 

merican Street by Ibi Zoboi 

A National Book Award Finalist with five starred reviews! 

A New York Times Notable Book *  Publishers Weekly Best Book of the Year * 
ALA Booklist Editors' Choice of 2017 (Top of the List winner) * School Library 
Journal Best Book of the Year * Kirkus Best Book of the Year  



American Street is an evocative and powerful coming-of-age story perfect for fans 
of Everything, Everything; Bone Gap; and All American Boys. 

Fabiola Toussaint is a black immigrant girl whose life is flipped upside down when she 
moves to Detroit, Michigan, from her homeland of Haiti and her mother is detained by 
ICE, leaving her to go on alone. 

Though Fabiola was born in the U.S., she has lived in Haiti since she was an infant, and 
that has now left her unprepared for life in America. In Detroit, she lives with her aunt 
Marjorie and her three thoroughly Americanized cousins, Chantal, Primadonna, and 
Princess. It’s not easy holding on to her heritage and identity in Detroit; Matant Jo fines 
Fabiola for speaking Creole (though even still “a bit of Haiti is peppered in her English 
words”), and the gritty streets of Detroit are very different from those of Port-au-Prince. 
Fabiola has her faith to help keep her grounded, which grows ever more important as she 
navigates her new school, American society, and a surprising romance—but especially 
when she is faced with a dangerous proposition that brings home to her the fact that 
freedom comes with a price. Fabiola’s perceptive, sensitive narration gives readers a keen, 
well-executed look into how the American dream can be a nightmare for so many. Filling 
her pages with magic, humanity, tragedy, and hope, Zoboi builds up, takes apart, and then 
rebuilds an unforgettable story.   

This book will take root in readers’ hearts.  (Kirkus Review) 

 

The Radium Girls: The Dark Story of America’s Shining Women by Kate 
Moore 

A New York Times, USA Today, Wall Street Journal, and Amazon Charts Bestseller! 

"the glowing ghosts of the radium girls haunt us still."―NPR Books 

The incredible true story of the women who fought America's Undark danger 

The Curies' newly discovered element of radium makes gleaming headlines across the 
nation as the fresh face of beauty, and wonder drug of the medical community. From body 
lotion to tonic water, the popular new element shines bright in the otherwise dark years 
of the First World War. 

Meanwhile, hundreds of girls toil amidst the glowing dust of the radium-dial factories. 
The glittering chemical covers their bodies from head to toe; they light up the night like 
industrious fireflies. With such a coveted job, these "shining girls" are the luckiest alive ― 
until they begin to fall mysteriously ill. 



But the factories that once offered golden opportunities are now ignoring all claims of the 
gruesome side effects, and the women's cries of corruption. And as the fatal poison of the 
radium takes hold, the brave shining girls find themselves embroiled in one of the biggest 
scandals of America's early 20th century, and in a groundbreaking battle for workers' 
rights that will echo for centuries to come. 

Written with a sparkling voice and breakneck pace, The Radium Girls fully illuminates 
the inspiring young women exposed to the "wonder" substance of radium, and their awe-
inspiring strength in the face of almost impossible circumstances. Their courage and 
tenacity led to life-changing regulations, research into nuclear bombing, and ultimately 
saved hundreds of thousands of lives.  (Amazon Review) 

 

Assignment: Reflection Essay 

What to reflect on and write about in your essay:  What is the biggest “take-away” 
for you from this novel?  Choose a passage (minimum of one paragraph long) and explain 
why it is significant for you and what it means in relationship to the meaning of the work 
as a whole. 

Format to use to complete this assignment:  Your essay should be typed, using a 
12-point font and double-spaced.  No cover page.  Put your name, English 11 or AP 
Language, your teacher’s name, and the due date in the upper-left corner of the page.  Use 
the title and author of the novel as the title of your essay and center it.  Minimum length: 
1.5-2 pages.   

 

 

  



Class of 2019 Required Reading 

Seniors, in addition to Sold, you have a choice of one of three novels for your 
second required summer reading.  You must also complete a reflection essay 
on the novel you choose.  This essay is due the first day of class in the fall. 

Choose one of the following: 

Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston 

“A deeply soulful novel that comprehends love and cruelty, and separates the big people 
from the small of heart, without ever losing sympathy for those unfortunates who don’t 
know how to live properly.” —Zadie Smith 

One of the most important and enduring books of the twentieth century, Their Eyes 
Were Watching God brings to life a Southern love story with the wit and pathos found 
only in the writing of Zora Neale Hurston. Out of print for almost thirty years—due 
largely to initial audiences’ rejection of its strong black female protagonist—Hurston’s 
classic has since its 1978 reissue become perhaps the most widely read and highly 
acclaimed novel in the canon of African-American literature.  (Amazon Review) 

The Color Purple by Alice Walker 

Celie is a poor black woman whose letters tell the story of 20 years of her life, beginning 
at age 14 when she is being abused and raped by her father and attempting to protect 
her sister from the same fate, and continuing over the course of her marriage to 
"Mister," a brutal man who terrorizes her. Celie eventually learns that her abusive 
husband has been keeping her sister's letters from her and the rage she feels, combined 
with an example of love and independence provided by her close friend Shug, pushes 
her finally toward an awakening of her creative and loving self.  (Amazon Review) 

Broken for You by Stephanie Kallos 

National best seller and Today show Book Club selection, Broken for You is the story of 
two women in self-imposed exile whose lives are transformed when their paths 
intersect. Stephanie Kallos's debut novel is a work of infinite charm, wit and heart. It is 
also a glorious homage to the beauty of broken things. When we meet septuagenarian 
Margaret Hughes, she is living alone in a mansion in Seattle with only a massive 
collection of valuable antiques for company. Enter Wanda Schultz, a young woman with 
a broken heart who has come west to search for her wayward boyfriend. Both women 
are guarding dark secrets and have spent many years building up protective armor 
against the outside world. As their tentative friendship evolves, the armor begins to fall 
away and Margaret opens her house to the younger woman. This launches a series of 
unanticipated events, leading Margaret to discover a way to redeem her cursed past, and 



Wanda to learn the true purpose of her cross-country journey. Both funny and 
heartbreaking, Broken for You is a testament to the saving graces of surrogate families 
and shows how far the tiniest repair jobs can go in righting the world's wrongs.  
(Amazon Review) 

Assignment: Reflection Essay 

What to reflect on and write about in your essay:  What is the biggest “take-away” 
for you from this novel?  Choose a passage (minimum of one paragraph long) and explain 
why it is significant for you and what it means in relationship to the meaning of the work 
as a whole. 

Format to use to complete this assignment:  Your essay should be typed, using a 
12-point font and 1.5-spaced.  No cover page.  Put your name, English 12 or AP 
Literature, your teacher’s name, and the due date in the upper-left corner of the page.  
Use the title and author of the novel as the title of your essay and center it.  Minimum 
length: 1.5-2 pages.  On a separate page, type the passage you are using for your 
reflection.  This page does not count in the 1.5-2 page length of your essay. 

 

 


