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Bay View Academy students 
have been recognized at the 
international level for their 
academic excellence and 
innovation, placing third for 
Inspiration in the Core Values 
Award at the FIRST® LEGO® 
League World Festival. This 
award celebrates a team that 
is empowered by its FIRST® 
LEGO® League experience 
and displays extraordinary 
enthusiasm and spirit. 

The Festival which was held 
from April 26th - April 
29th in St. Louis, Missouri, 
welcomed more than 15,000 
students (ages 6-18). Nearly 
700 teams from 33 countries 
around the world competed 
in four different FIRST® (For 
Inspiration and Recognition 
of Science and Technology) 

S.M.A.R.T. 2.0 Wins 3rd  
Place in Inspiration
at World Competition

programs, all of which inspire 
young people to be science and 
technology leaders. S.M.A.R.T. 
2.0 competed against 108 teams 
in their program.

This was the second time a 
S.M.A.R.T  (St. Mary Academy 
Robotics Team) team from 
Bay View has won the FIRST® 
LEGO® League championship 
competition to represent Rhode 
Island, with a prior appearance 
in 2011. The ten students 
on this year’s winning team 
also won individual $20,000 
scholarships to Roger Williams 
University. 

Each year, FIRST® LEGO® 
League sets a theme for the 
competition, referred to as the 

Challenge. The competition 
has three parts: the Robot 
Game, the Project, and Core 
Values. In the Robot Game, 
students write code in order 
to prompt an autonomous 
robot to accomplish a specific 
set of tasks. For the Project, 
students identify a problem, 
research, and present a solution 
to judges. Throughout the 
Robot Game and the Project 
presentation, teams are judged 
based on their alignment with 
FIRST® LEGO® League Core 
Values of inspiration, teamwork 
and gracious professionalism. 

S.M.A.R.T. 2.0’s Project for the 
competition is inspirational. 
They decided to enhance GPS 
for blind users, by outfitting 
seeing eye dogs with a vest that 
tells them which direction to 
turn. The team worked with 
Rob Bonner, Principal iOS 
Developer at Mobiquity Inc., to 
create a prototype of the GPS 
app. Rob graciously volunteered 
his services when a friend-of-
a-friend told him about the 
girls’ project. 

As S.M.A.R.T and S.M.A.R.T. 
2.0 continue to show the 
aptitude and interest of Bay 
View Middle School students 
in robotics, curriculum and 

extra-curricular offerings are 
expanding in the Lower and 
Upper School levels, too. Bee 
S.M.A.R.T. Jr., a third grade 
after school robotics program, 
began this fall as part of FIRST® 
LEGO® League, Jr. In the Upper 
School, two new Advanced 
Placement Computer Science 
classes are being added to the 
course offerings. 

A special thank you to every 
donor who made a gift to 
support the team’s competition 
and travel expenses. We raised 
over $22,000 in support of 
S.M.A.R.T. 2.0’s trip to St. 
Louis! And thank you to Rob 
Bonner for his generosity of 
time and talent!

L-R: Isabella Heffernan 
‘21, Lucy Bosch ‘21, Maeve 
Martineau ‘21, Ainsley Pattie 
‘22, Eva Mattos ‘22, Ava Troino 
‘22, Gabriella Osorio-Palo ‘22, 
Margaret Mahoney ‘22 and 
Wren Hager ‘21 with Coach 
Linda Grasso

“Shadow” modeling the vest prototype; 
showcasing the winning Rhode Island 
State FIRST® LEGO®  League trophy

3rd Place Trophy for Inspiration in the Core 
Values along with the  S.M.A.R.T. 2.0 logo



Bay View girls can make it 
rain, eradicate erosion and 
affect sea level rise. Ok, it 
may not be reality, but it is 
augmented reality. 

Picture a wooden sandbox 
on a cart, with a computer 
below and what looks like 
a projector above. That’s an 
Augmented Reality Sandbox 
(AR Sandbox), and Bay 
View Academy Lower and 
Middle School students were 
able to use one in their own 

Playing Nice in the  
Sandbox...The Augmented 
Reality Sandbox

classroom, thanks to Zephyr 
Education Foundation. The 
AR Sandbox is an Interactive 
Topographic Modeling System 
that uses real sand. It includes 
a sensor that detects distance 
which it translates into a 
contoured topographic map, 
projected in real time onto 
the sand. According to Robert 
Reynolds, founder of Zephyr 
Education Foundation, the AR 
Sandbox is in several museums 
as a hands-on exhibit. Bay 
View Academy was the first 

school in Rhode Island  
to use the equipment. 

“The system is a perfect 
tool for teaching landforms, 
continental drift, erosion, 
sea level rise and more” says 
Dr. Kathryn Eller, Bay View 

science teacher. To bring the 
lesson home, students were 
challenged to consider the 
possible effects of rising sea 
level and water temperature on 
endangered species at nearby 
Cape Cod, Stellwagen Bank 
and Georges Bank.

Military service is part of 
Chloe Headrick ‘17’s family 
history...and she plans to 
continue the tradition. Chloe 
was accepted into West 
Point Military Academy. Her 
father is a Veteran of Iraqi 
Freedom and is now retired 
from the Air Force, Air 
National Guard, after 23 years 
of service. Her cousin, who 
recently graduated from West 

Confidence and Perseverance - A Bay VIew 
Senior’s Road to West Point

Point, was an inspiration 
to Chloe in pursuing the 
appointment. Chloe has 
seen first-hand the level of 
commitment required to 
serve. And, she says, she also 
sees the pride.

Getting in was the first 
step. That’s where Bay 
View comes in...“Attending 
Bay View, an all-girls high 
school full of high achievers 
and where competition can 
be fierce, has enabled me to 

learn to accept both success 
and disappointment. This 
has taught me perseverance 
and given me the confidence 
to never stop trying,” says 
Chloe. She made sure she 
presented a balanced resume, 
from grades, to athleticism, 
to volunteerism, and secured 
a nomination from Senator 
Sheldon Whitehouse. It 
worked! Her acceptance letter 

arrived in the mail: “West 
Point requires cadets with 
determination, integrity, 
self-discipline, strength of 
character, endurance, and a 
willingness to work hard.” It 
continues, “...we are confident 
that you will succeed.”

Chloe is confident that 
even West Point’s 81% male 
enrollment will not hamper 
her success: “There may be a 
time I must prove myself more 
so than my male counterparts, 
but I think attending Bay View 
has prepared me by giving me 
the confidence that there is 
nothing I cannot achieve if I 
commit myself to achieving it.”

Bay View has a proud history 
of graduating women well 
prepared to join the armed 
services. Notably, retired 
United States Air Force 
Colonel, Congresswoman 

Martha McSally ‘84, was the 
first female fighter pilot to 
fly in combat and the first to 
command a fighter squadron 
in combat in the U.S. Armed 
Forces. Additionally, Army 
Captain Margaret Lero 
Larson ‘02, earned a degree 
in Mechanical Engineering 
from Notre Dame before 
becoming a Medevac Pilot 
and Platoon Leader. Upon 
hearing about Chloe’s 
acceptance to West Point in 
an alumnae e-newsletter, it 
was Maggie who immediately 
reached out to offer her 
congratulations. Maggie 
and her husband Shane, an 
Army doctor, have served 
eleven years in the United 
States Army. She offered 
her support and that of her 
husband, as Chloe works 
towards her own dream of 
becoming a doctor in the 
Army Medical Corp. 

L to R: Kaylie Porter ‘23, Amirah Woodruff ‘23, Aria Jordan ‘23, Olivia 
Coelho ‘23, and Lindsay Williams ‘23



Bay View Academy is about more than test scores and college placements. In addition to academic excellence, we are 
devoted to ensuring our students’ health and wellness. That’s why in 2017 we began a series of wellness programming. 
This January, the Bengal Backers, together with the Rhode Island Interscholastic League, helped Bay View kick it off 
with “Hoot’s Chalk Talk.” The Taylor Hooton Foundation came to campus to talk about the dangers of appearance 
and performance enhancing drugs, and how steroid use is climbing in females as young as 12. In March, the series 
continued with Screenagers, a documentary about the dangers of “screen time” for our youth. Bay View welcomed 
the filmmaker, Dr. Delaney Ruston, and a local panel of experts to answer questions from the community. Students, 
parents, faculty and the community are benefiting from Bay View’s Wellness Series.

When a Bay View 
student has an idea for 
something new, whether 
it’s a collection for a 
community need, a new 
club, or a new sport, the 
Administration works 
with her to help make it a 
reality. For Palmer Berry, 
a junior, that idea was the 
Rubik’s Cube Club. Cubing 
is competitive and Palmer 
is a tough competitor. In 

Unlocking the Secret of the Rubik’s Cube

Wellness Series

Read more great Bay View news online at bit.ly/BayViewToday2017

fact, she’s ranked by the 
World Cubing Association 
with her top time at 14.1 
seconds. According to 
Palmer, the cubing circuit 
is mostly male, which is 
why she wanted to start 
a club at her all-girls 
school. Her goal for club 
members is that they will 
be able to solve the cube, 
possibly go to a regional 
competition and, obtain 

serious bragging 
rights. Now her 
club has become 
reality. Each week, 
up to 22 students 
grab Rubik’s Cubes 
and fingers fly as 
they rush to solve 
the puzzle, which 
they casually 
state is “just an 
algorithm.”

As we planned our new 
website, we knew we needed 
to highlight our greatest assets 
- you! Our teachers, students, 
faculty, families and alumnae.
The site (launched Fall 2016) 

Bayviewacademy.org - Featuring YOU!

Pictured: Palmer Berry ‘18

Bay View recently launched a new social media 
account and this time, it’s the students taking charge. 
Each Takeover Tuesday and Thursday one student 
takes the reins and posts about her day at Bay View. 
It’s a unique way for prospective families to see 
what Bay View is really like, and why our 
students love it so much. Follow our girls 
@BayViewAcademy on Instagram today!

Insta-Trust with Instagram - Giving Voice 
 to the Students

L-R: AeJee Booth ‘19 and Tiffany Brooks ‘17

features testimonials about why 
students chose Bay View, what 
they love about “all-girls,” why 
donors give, why parents invest 
in their daughter’s education 
at Bay View, and more. 

Professional photography and 
a crisp, clean, branded design 
highlight the best of Bay View, 
from the signature programs, to 
the all-girls environment, to the 
faith-based education. 

Your picture and your 
testimony could be on Bay 
View’s website. Email 
president.office@
bayviewacademy.org and you 
may be featured next.



Kailey, Isabelle, Anna and Ajin 
got something new this year 
at Bay View: business cards! 
These four Upper School 
students have taken the leap 
to become Communications 
Interns, working to create 
content for web, press and 
social media. They are tack-
ling stories around campus 
and sharing the good news 
of what’s happening at Bay 
View. The interns are assigned 

Congratulations to Cassandra 
Gendron and Jessica 
McDonald, who have been 
named National Merit 
Finalists for 2017. As two of 
more than 15,000 finalists 
nationwide, they are now in 
consideration for one of the 
7,400 scholarships worth more 
than $32 million that will be 
offered. This group represents 
a little more than 1% of 
Seniors in the United States.

Meet the Communications Interns

stories to research, conduct 
interviews, photograph, write 
and edit, all with an eye to-
wards being published. When 
the stories are sent via press 
release, the students are given 
their own byline. The interns 
stories have generated a fea-
ture article in the Rhode Island 
Catholic and been published in 
the East Providence Reporter,  
the East Providence Patch 
and via an online news blog, 

mybackyardnews.com.

Check out Ajin’s moving post 
about her response to meeting 
Scott, a man living with HIV. 
Scott came to Bay View, as he 
has for 15 years, to talk to the 
seniors in their health class. 
Kailey’s dry sense of humor 
makes for quirky stories and 
catchy one liners. See what she 
did with her profile of Palmer 
Berry and the Rubik’s Cube 
club here. Anna conducted 
a light-hearted one-on-one 
interview with the Interim 

To become a Finalist, the 
Semifinalist must score in 
the top percentile, and the 
student’s high school must 
submit a detailed scholarship 
application, in which they 
provide information about 
the Semifinalist’s academic 
record, participation in school 
and community activities, 
demonstrated leadership 
abilities, employment, and 
honors and awards received. 

A Semifinalist must have an 
outstanding academic record 
throughout high school, be 
endorsed and recommended 
by a high school official, write 

an essay, and earn SAT® scores 
that confirm the student’s 
earlier performance on the 
qualifying test.

President, complete with 
SnapChat selfies. You can 
read it here. When asked to 
cover World Language Week, 
Isabelle went about it with her 
usual combination of pragma-
tism and creativity. Check out 
the photos and details here. 

Ajin, Kailey, Anna and Isabelle 
are bringing their unique per-
spective and voices to the Bay 
View Academy brand. Keep 
your eye out for future stories 
from the Communications 
Interns!

Cassandra Gendron    Jessica McDonald

Two Seniors Named  
National Merit  
Finalists

L-R: Kailey Williams Grade ‘18, Isabelle Stevens Grade ‘18, Ajin Liu ‘17,  
and Anna Beaulieu ‘18

The Communications Interns’ business cards



5. 7. 5. What’s that? Ask a fifth grader and they’ll tell you, that’s the number of syllables in each of the three lines of a haiku. 
This fall, the fifth graders wrote haiku based on their thoughts about Bay View and all-girls education. Their words were so 
powerful, we set them to graphics and have been sharing them via social media. Check them out!

Twitter Haiku

Bay View is proud to announce Elizabeth 
Aube Van Patten ‘01 as Outstanding 
Alumna of the Year 2016. Liz was a 
champion discus thrower at Bay View, 
and in fact so accomplished that her 
record still stands. Today she is a 
masters recipient, a PhD candidate and 
is the youngest professor at Johnson 
& Wales University, where she teaches 
event planning and operations as well 
as fundraising and philanthropy to 
undergraduate students. An accomplished 
professional and community fundraiser, 
Liz embodies what it means to be Bay 
View. Liz was presented with her award 
during Homecoming 2016.

Introducing Bay View’s ALUMNA OF THE YEAR:  
Elizabeth Aube Van Patten ‘01

Cassandra Gendron    Jessica McDonald

2016 Outstanding Alumna of the Year Liz Aube Van Patten ‘01 poses with her family during Homecoming
The Communications Interns’ business cards



Two Bay View students 
earned top honors in the All-
State competition. Michaela 
Vieira ‘17 placed first among 
sopranos in the Rhode 

Bay View Students are Top in the State for 
Orchestra and Chorus

Island Senior All-State Chorus 
competition. Krystyna Kula ‘17 
from Greenville, placed first 
among violinists for the Senior 
All-State Orchestra.  

Nine additional Bay View 
students earned spots in 
the Senior and Junior All-
State Chorus and Orchestra. 
Congratulations to the 
following Bay View students!

Senior All-State 
Women’s Chorus
Summer Small ‘17, 
Natalie Turner ‘17 and
Michaela Vieira ‘17 placed 
first among sopranos. Jael 
White ‘17 and Isabella 
Zainyeh ‘17 were accepted to 
the All State Women’s Chorus. 

Senior All-State 
Orchestra
Krystyna Kula ‘17 placed  
first among violins and

Emma Mariano ‘17,
Rebekah Pendrak ‘18 and
Mika Vanelli ‘19 were 
accepted to the All-State 
Orchestra.

Junior All-State 
Treble Chorus
Elizabeth White ‘22 was 
accepted to the Junior All-
State Treble Chorus

Junior All-State 
Mixed Chorus
Abigail Dawson ‘21 was 
accepted to the Junior  
All-State Mixed Chorus.

Krystyna Kula    Michaela Vieira



“Helping Syrian refugees and 
bringing awareness to the war is 
so important to me because I am 
a Syrian American myself, and 
I haven’t been able to visit my 
home and cousins in six years 
because of this devastating war.”

That’s according to sophomore 
Alyah Achabi. Alyah took the 
initiative to lend a helping hand 
by collecting household supplies 
she knew Syrian refugees living 
in Rhode Island urgently 
need. The collection resulted 

in carloads of donated items, 
from new appliances to 
dishes to clothes. Her story, 
written by Communications 
Intern, Isabelle Stevens, was 
published by The Rhode 
Island Catholic and Alyah was 
interviewed for the periodical. 

She told the Catholic, “A lot 
of people might not know 
about the war or they might 
have certain ideas about 
refugees, especially from the 
Middle East. I just wanted to 

show that not 
everyone is bad 
or fits a negative 
stereotype; I 
wanted to show 
that we can 
help make a 
difference even 
from across the 
world. I want 
to do what I 
can to make the 
situation  
a bit better.”

Bay View Rallies Behind Student’s 
Collection to Benefit Syrian Refugees

Bay View Athletics celebrated 
this year as several athletes 
signed their National Letters of 
Intent to compete in collegiate 
programs. Congratulations and 

Pictured here is Alyah at the airport, awaiting the 
first Syrian refugee family to be resettled to Rhode 
Island. It was welcoming this family that prompted 
Alyah to start her collection at Bay View. 

Go Bengals! 
Swim
Fordham University 
(D-I) signed five-
time State Champion, 
Kate Magill. Kate 
earned All-State 
accolades four years 
running and holds 
Bay View’s records in 

the 200 and 500m Freestyle.  
Cross Country
Holy Cross (D-I) signed 
runner Claire Hanlon. Claire 
earned All-State honors during 
her junior and senior seasons 
and helped the Bengals to a 
Class B Championship, the 
runner up title in the 2016 
State Championships, and 

back-to-back appearances 
in the New England 
Championships.
Crew
Fordham University (D-
I) Rowing signed Aleksa 
Bjornson and Boston 
University (D-I) Rowing signed 
Caitlyn Federico (Coxswain). 
Caitlyn and Aleksa have helped 
establish Bay View Crew as 
an elite 8-oared scholastic 
program in Rhode Island. 
They have competed on a 
national level at the Head of 
the Charles and Head of the 
Schuylkill regattas, as well as 
at C.R.A.S.H.-B World Indoor 
Rowing Championship.
Field Hockey

Mackenzie Defusco will 
continue her field hockey 
career at Belmont Abbey 
College (D-III).
Softball
The University of Bridgeport 
(D-II) signed All-State catcher 
Hope Lincoln. Hope led Bay 
View’s team in hitting, putouts 
and on base percentage, which 
earned her All-Division honors 
from the Rhode Island Softball 
Coaches Association.
Track and Field
Stevenson University (D-III) 
Track and Field signed Leah 
Sirmalis. Leah was All-Division 
in the 4x400 and will continue 
her Track and Field career  
at Stevenson.

Athletes Commit to Top College Programs

Bay View’s Newest Team
This year an Equestrian Club 
Team was added to Bay View’s 
existing 20 sport offerings. 
Eleven girls from the Middle 
and Upper Schools  joined the 
team that trains at Silverstone 
Stables in Rehoboth, MA. The 
Bengal equestrians competed 
in five horse shows through 

the  Interscholastic Equestrian 
Association (IEA). Lizzie Cooney, 
grade 10, qualified for regional 
competition held at Dana Hall 
School where she competed in the 
Varsity Intermediate Equitation 
class. The Equestrian Club will 
become an official  athletic team 
for the 2017-2018 school year. 

Top Row L-R: Aleksa Bjornson, Kate 
Magill  Bottom Row L-R: Hope Lincoln, 
Caitlyn Federico, Claire Hanlon   
Not Pictured: Leah Sirmalis and 
MacKenzie Defusco  

L-R: Aria Jordan ‘23,  Meagan Kiely ‘23, Madelyn Weir ‘20, Julia Ward ‘20 
Lizzie Cooney ‘19, Sophia Javid ‘19, Christina O’Brien ‘19, Missing: Hunter 
Grace ‘20, Caroline Moonan ‘23


